This table is a side by side comparison of the differences in benefits and eligibility by type of caregiver.  
Those Caregivers:
· Without DCF Involvement
· Involved With DCF 
· Non Relatives 

	
	Informal Relative Caregiving

	Relative Caregiver

	Non-Relative Caregiver


	Definition

	Children were not put into your care by DCF and/or not an adjudicated dependent.
	Children brought to you by DCF and/or were an adjudicated dependent.
	Caring for children that are not your own children (this does not include licensed foster care parents).

	Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) / Temporary Cash Assistance (TCA)
	May be eligible for 
“child only” case

$180.00 for 1 Child
$241.00 for 2 Children
$303.00 for 3 Children
$364.00 for 4 Children
	May receive TANF until Relative Caregiver benefits start. These will not overlap in payment.
	Family may qualify (not child-only case) for TANF depending on household income.

	Relative Caregiver Program Financial Assistance
	Only eligible if children were placed with you by DCF and/or adjudicated dependent.
	Only eligible if children were placed with you by DCF and/or adjudicated dependent.
    
	The only time a child not related to the caregiver can receive Relative Caregiver benefits is when a sibling of that child, who is related to the caregiver, is placed in the home and is eligible for Relative Caregiver benefits. Non-Relative caregivers are not eligible for “child only” TANF.


	Medicaid
	Medicaid is provided to the child, and eligibility is not based on income.   Per Florida Statute
§39.5085(2)(f), Fla. Stat. (2005)
	Medicaid is provided to the child, and eligibility is not based on income. Per Florida Statute §39.5085(2)(f), Fla. Stat. (2005)
	Medicaid is provided to the child, and eligibility is not based on income.

	Flexible funds
	Not applicable
	Upon availability of funds additional support may be paid, as long as the total support paid to the caregiver does not exceed the cost to the state of caring for the child in foster care. Per Florida Statute § 409.165, Fla. Stat. (2005) 
	Not applicable




	Social Security
	A relative caregiver may not receive both Social Security Income (SSI) and TANF for the child.  SSI is considered as part of the child’s income which is used in determining eligibility.
	A relative caregiver may not receive both SSI and relative caregiver funds for the child. SSI is considered as part of the child’s income which is used in determining eligibility.
	

	Subsidized daycare
	Each county will vary on school readiness programs.
	Eligible for subsidized daycare based on status, and are eligible for priority placements under the school readiness programs.  Per Florida Statute § 411.01(6)(a)(4), Fla. Stat. (2005)
	

	WIC
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Eligibility depends on household income OR the child may be income-eligible if you are currently receiving Medicaid, TANF, or Food Stamps. 
	Eligibility depends on household income OR the child may be income-eligible if you are currently receiving Medicaid, TANF, or Food Stamps.
	Eligibility depends on household income OR the child may be income-eligible if you are currently receiving Medicaid, TANF, or Food Stamps.

	Food Stamps
	Eligibility depends on household income. 
	Eligibility depends on household income. Income from relative caregiver payments may count as household income to determine need.
	Eligibility depends on household income.

	Tuition Waiver
	Not available
	Tuition and fees are waived for Florida state universities, community colleges and post-secondary career programs provided through a school district for up to four years after the child graduates from high school.  Per Florida Statute § 1009.25(2)(c), Fla. Stat. (2005).
	Not available

	Can benefits be taken away?
	
	If the parent is in the home for 30 days or longer, eligibility for Relative Caregiver Funds ends.
Any benefits you receive always need to be re-certified every 6 or 12 months, depending on the type of benefit; otherwise you will have to re-apply.
	



